
 

ACCIDENTAL PHARISEES 
Journeymen, September 8, 2013 

Session 1:  “Intro: No One Sets Out to Be a Pharisee” 
 
 
 
1 Peter 1:15-16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Overview of the Course 
 
 
Part 1: Pride: when comparison becomes _____________________________  

 

Part 2: Exclusivity: When ___________________________________ becomes more  
 

important than__________________________________________________________  

 

Part 3: Legalism: When sacrifice crowds out _____________________________  

 

Part 4: Idolizing the Past: When idealism distorts _____________________________  

 

Part 5: Uniformity: How it destroys _____________________________  
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Outcome of the Course 
 
 

1. Be able to self diagnose the         to Pharisaic 
attitudes. (Genesis 3:1) 
 
 

2. Renewed emphasis on          the Word of 
God. (2 Timothy 2:15) 
 
 

3. Greater appreciation for the         of the Gospel 
(John 3:16) 
 
 

4. Opportunity to walk with others and      the “easy yoke” 
of Jesus Christ. (Matthew 11:28-30) 

 
 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

1. Can you think of a time in your life when you were especially zealous for 
something only to discover later that your zeal didn’t line up with the facts? 
 
 
 

2. Can you think of a time in your life when you were especially zealous for 
something in the spiritual realm only to discover that your zeal didn’t line up with 
Scriptures? If so, what happened? What changed your mind? What changes did 
you make as a result? 
 
 
 

3. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were champions of self-discipline, personal sacrifice, 
and rigid morality. Imagine you were alive back then. How do you think you would 
have responded to their spiritual passion? Would you have been inclined to look up 
to them, be intimidated by them, be repelled by them, or perhaps have some 
other response? Why or why not? 
 
 
 

4. What do you think will be the most challenging part of this study for you? 
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Overview of the Course 
 
 

Part 1: Pride: When Comparison Becomes arrogance 

 

Part 2: Exclusivity: When thinning the herd Becomes More Important Than expanding 
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Part 3: Legalism: When Sacrifice Crowds Out mercy  

 

Part 4: Idolizing the Past: When Idealism Distorts reality  

 

Part 5: Uniformity: How it Destroys unity  
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Outcome of the Course 
 

1. Be able to self diagnose the subtle decent to Pharisaic attitudes. (Genesis 3:1) 
2. Renewed emphasis on rightly dividing the Word of God. (2 Timothy 2:15) 
3. Greater appreciation for the simplicity of the Gospel (John 3:16) 
4. Opportunity to walk with others and demonstrate the “easy yoke” of Jesus Christ. 

(Matthew 11:28-30) 
 
 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

1. Can you think of a time in your life when you were especially zealous for 
something only to discover later that your zeal didn’t line up with the facts? 
 

2. Can you think of a time in your life when you were especially zealous for 
something in the spiritual realm only to discover that your zeal didn’t line up 
with Scriptures? If so, what happened? What changed your mind? What 
changes did you make as a result? 
 

3. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were champions of self-discipline, personal 
sacrifice, and rigid morality. Imagine you were alive back then. How do you 
think you would have responded to their spiritual passion? Would you have 
been inclined to look up to them, be intimidated by them, be repelled by them, 
or perhaps have some other response? Why or why not? 
 

4. What do you think will be the most challenging part of this study for you? 


