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Sermon Title: Refusing a Respectable Idolatry 

by: Pastor Rock Dillaman 

 

Scripture:  Daniel 3:16-18 - Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. If it be so, our God 

whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of 

your hand, O king.  But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to 

serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 

 

1. The story we choose determines what we refuse. 

 

2. Unbelief doesn’t persist because it lacks evidence.  It persists because it refuses faith. 

 

3. Unbelief protects its previous investments by refusing anything that threatens them. 

 

4. The world often demands a high price from those who refuse to do things its way. 

 

5. Those who follow God cannot give ultimate loyalty to any nation - including their own! 

 

6. Believers can’t serve any nation state as if it is God or an extension of God! 

 

7. The state as a human institution tends to drift toward idolatry. 

 

8. Those who refuse God as their ultimate authority and security will always look to someone or 

something else for those things. 

 

9. Patriotism is a healthy concern for one’s country and a desire to see it improve.  Nationalism is 

an excessive, undiscriminating devotion to one’s country that takes priority over all other 

concerns. 

 

10. People are often prepared to pay a high spiritual price for the benefits promised by human 

societies and governments! 

 

11. When idolatry is common it begins to feel acceptable. 

 



 
Growth Group Questions 

Sermon Title: Refusing a Respectable Idolatry 
 

 

 

 

 WARM-UPS 

1. During our wonderful Pittsburgh winters, at what temperature do you 

prefer to keep your thermostat set and why?  

2. When you were growing up, in what ways were you taught allegiance to 

your “country.” Did those things have an impact on you? Why or why not? 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. What did you find most challenging, helpful, or troubling in the sermon today and why? 

2. Have you ever discovered that your personal allegiance to “country” has in some way been at 

odds with your allegiance to God and His kingdom?  Have you been able to resolve the conflict? If 

so, how? 

3. Have you ever had to pay a high price for not doing things the “worlds” way? If so, what price did 

you pay?  

4. Was there ever a time when you thought you were in a position of “power” only to discover later 

that you really weren’t? What happened? 

 

IN THE WORD 

Read some of the passages below and discuss any insights into today’s message. 

• Romans 13:1-2 

• Jeremiah 29:7 

• Matthew 10:37 

 

PRACTICE 

• Closely examine whether your allegiance to “country” has crossed over from healthy 

“patriotism” to “respectable idolatry” in any way. Be honest with yourself. If it has, what needs to 

change in order for you to be in proper alignment with God’s will?  

 

• Spend some time alone with God asking Him if you’ve been compromising your loyalty to Him by 

looking to other places for security, stability, predictability, etc.  If yes, in what ways do you need 

to renounce such thinking and repent? With God’s help, what practical measures can you take to 

rightly establish your priorities and allegiances? Write them down and commit them to the Lord 

in prayer and action. 

 

 


