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Scripture:  4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today 

shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you 

sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall 

bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write 

them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. [Deuteronomy 6:4-9] 

 

 

1. The foundation of all godly obedience is a biblical understanding of who God is - not who we 

want Him to be. 

 

2. We interpret God through the lens of culture, instead of interpreting culture through the lens of 

God. 

 

3. The quest for happiness is usually a craving for holiness. 

 

4. Stop looking for happiness in the same place you lost it. 

 

5. A biblical understanding of God helps us pursue the God who is, instead of the God we want. 

And, our culture defines God by their desires, but God declares Himself by His revelation. 

 

6. We believe in God from what we’ve read, but we grow to love God from our relationship with 

Him. 

 

7. “Don’t worry that people never listen to you, worry that they are always watching you” [Robert 

Fulghum] 

 

8. Love for God and man has its greatest expression in community. 

 

9. It’s the responsibility of all believers to share the commandments of the Lord and to teach the 

next generation. 

 

10. Tolerance of an ever-changing non-biblical culture will inevitably lead to a culture of non-

biblical churches. 
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 KICK-OFF 

1. What are the things in life that bring you joy and why? 

2. Who are the people in your life that have helped to shape your view of who 

God really is?  

3. Was there a time in your life when your view of God was distorted?  If so, explain. 

 

THE GAME PLAN 

1. Have you ever looked for joy and happiness in the wrong places?  Do you continue to do so 

today? Explain. 

2. What opportunities has God currently given you to have a kingdom impact on the next 

generation? 

3. How well are we growing and building community in our Growth Group?  

4. What points from today’s sermon challenged you, impacted you, or caught your attention and 

why? 

 

OVERTIME 

1. How well are you navigating the intersection of faith and culture?  Are there particular areas of 

struggle?  If so, what are they and how can we pray for each other? 

2. Spend some quiet time asking God to reveal the areas of your life where you are not practicing 

what you preach - and then listen for His voice.  What is He saying and how will you respond? 

 

 

 

 


