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Sermon Title: The Defining Choice 

by: Pastor Rock Dillaman 

 

Scripture: But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king’s choice food 

or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that 

he might not defile himself. [Daniel 1:8] 

 

1. In matters of faith it’s our choices – more than our words – that reveal our identity. 

 

2. It’s possible to be involved with a corrupt culture without being devoted to it! 

 

3. Symbolic gestures remind us of our true identity and our commitment to God. 

 

4. The path to compromised faith often begins with forgetfulness! 

 

5. Symbolic gestures fuel our hope. 

 

6. The act of making a symbolic gesture strengthens both our commitment and our witness.  It 

gives shape to things that are invisible. 

 

7. Symbolic gestures can be dangerous! 

 

8. In Babylonian culture eating the king’s food symbolized covenant loyalty to the king. 

 

9. The choices that define us are the ones that reveal our ultimate devotion.  And God’s people 

reserve that devotion for God alone! 

 

10. God’s called us to be a place where intentional ethnic, economic, generational, and political 

diversity replaces the intentional isolation that blinds us to our sins and God’s concerns. 

 

11. God’s called us to be a place where His Word informs our politics rather than being prostituted 

to affirm our politics, thereby compromising our ultimate loyalties and confidences. 

 

12. God’s called us to be a place where He can transform us into selfless servants who accept 

inconvenience as the necessary price of mission – rather than self-centered consumers who lack 

the credibility and power to do mission. 

 



 
Growth Group Questions 

Sermon Title: The Defining Choice  
 

 

 WARM-UP 

1. What’s your favorite weather season of the year and why? 

 

2. Like “wedding bands” and “cross necklaces,” can you think of other symbolic 

gestures people make that are common to our culture today? 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. What did you find most challenging, helpful, or troubling in the sermon today and why? 

 

2. Can you think of any “symbolic gestures” that you currently use or live by that indicate your 

complete loyalty to God? 

 

3. Are you making choices in your life today that are misaligned with your devotion to God or 

perhaps indicate allegiance to someone or something other than God? If so, what are they and 

are you willing to renounce them? 

 

4. What are some ways you are currently “involved with” the culture but not “devoted to” it?  In 

what ways do those lines sometimes get blurred and difficult to navigate?  

 

IN THE WORD 

Read some of the passages below and discuss any insights into today’s message. 

• Genesis 9:13 

• 1 Samuel 16:13 

• Acts 2:3 

• Romans 6:3-4 

• Mark 1:10, 14:22-24 

 

PRACTICE 

• Spend some time alone with God asking Him to reveal any areas of your life that have become 

compromised with mixed or misplaced loyalties, and then with His help develop a plan to make 

changes. 

• Ask God if there are areas of kingdom participation you’ve been resisting that He’s been calling 

you to join. What are they and how can you engage?    

 

 


